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Hundreds of volunteers 
have participated in the 
Manitoba Nocturnal Owl 
Survey since it began in 
1991. Their effort allows 
the monitoring of owl 
populations in Manitoba 

on a scale not possible by any other means. 
This newsletter serves as a medium to report 
back to participants with updated population 
statistics, bar charts, and line graphs. These 
‘products’ are important aspects from a science 
and conservation perspective. But it is too easy 
to lose sight of the inspiring poetry of wild 
owls while fastidiously cataloging and 
examining survey data. 
 
Not reported in this newsletter are the hundreds 
of written and verbal expressions of wonder 
and excitement by veteran and novice owl 
surveyors about their experiences while doing 
the surveys. These expressions are conveyed 
on data sheets, in emails and in phone 
messages. 
 
The quest for a scientific understanding of past, 
present and future owl population dynamics is 
thankfully not at odds with a more aesthetic 
appreciation of the same phenomenon while 
standing on a road at night listening to the 
emotion-laden love song of the Great Horned 
Owl. In fact, both experiences compliment 
each other. In the words of Alan Moore, “… a 
more lyrical eye lending the cold data a 
romance from which it has been long 
divorced.” (1986. Watchmen. D.C. Comics. 
New York.) 
 
Equally important and under reported is the 
effect of the surveyor’s cumulative product on 
others not directly involved. The results of the 
survey continue to support and inspire others to 
participate in various ways to help conserve 
owls, including … 
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- Initiation of graduate research on the breeding biology 
of the Barred Owl in Manitoba by Todd Whiklo in 2009. 

 
- Start of graduate research on wild and captive 
breeding-released Burrowing Owls in southwestern 
Manitoba by Alex Froese in 2009. 
 
- Completion of graduate research on Northern Saw-
whet Owl migration at Delta Marsh, Manitoba by Chris 
De Ruyck.  
 
- Completion of graduate research on Urban Eastern 
Screech Owl Ecology in Winnipeg, Manitoba by 
Christian Artuso. 
 
- Sustaining the Canadian Owl, Bird Studies Canada 
(BSC). In 2007, Debbie Badzinski and Denis Lepage 
from BSC set up a data base and an associated on-line 
data entry system for the Manitoba owl survey. We will 
test it with a small number of surveyors in 2009, and 
hope to get as many of you to enter your survey data on 
line in 2010. This database will help us share our data 
with students and other researchers around the world. 
 
- Alex Froese was contracted last year to enter owl 
survey data from 2000-2007 and did an outstanding job 
– she is currently entering data from 1991-1999, and 
2008, and has once again put in many extra hours 
organizing the data. 
 
- An analysis showing high correlation of Northern Saw-
whet Owl and small mammal prey data from Manitoba 
with that from Wisconsin presented at the 2007 World 
Owl Conference in Groningen, NL. 
 
- Development of a global monitoring strategy for the 
Short-eared Owl with the Global Owl Project 
www.globalowlproje
ct.com  
  
- Support for and 
from Houston, 
Minnesota’s Festival 
of Owls.  
Consider attending 
this event in 2010 
and visit their 
website for updates 
on their plans to 
develop an 
International Owl 
Center. 
www.festivalofowls.
com 
 
 



 
 

Results of the 2008 Manitoba Owl Survey 
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Year # Volunteers 
Distance Surveyed 

(Km) # Routes 
Total Owl 

Detections 

# Owl 
Detections 

per Km 

2000 106 1085 57 165 0.15 

2001 91 1070 57 180 0.17 

2002 198 2403 115 315 0.13 

2003 162 1776 107 267 0.15 

2004 150 1304 94 183 0.14 

2005 102 1067 74 135 0.13 

2006 91 946 65 262 0.28 

2007 68 856 52 170 0.20 

2008 78 1213 73 144 0.19 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

   

NSOW – Northern Saw-whet Owl   GGOW – Great Gray Ow l 
GHOW – Great Horned Owl   BARR – Barred Owl 
LEOW – Long-eared Owl   SEOW – Short-eared owl 
BOOW – Boreal Owl    EASO – Eastern Screech Owl.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Minnesota Birder’s Blog 
 

Owl Species Detected in the 2008 Survey
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EASO- Eastern Screech Owl   NSOW – Northern Saw-whe t Owl 
GHOW – Great Horned Owl   LEOW – Long-eared Owl 
BOOW- Boreal Owl    GGOW – Great Gray Owl 
BARR – Barred Owl     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                                             J. Duncan 
 
 
                                                                            Long-eared Owl facial expr essions …  
 
 
                                          S. Redmon d 
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NSOW – Northern Saw-whet Owl  GHOW – Great Horned O wl 
BOOW – Boreal Owl    NOHO – Northern Hawk Owl 
LEOW – Long-eared Owl    BARR – Barred Owl 
GGOW – Great Gray Owl    EASO – Eastern Screech Owl  
SEOW – Short-eared owl    BNOW – Barn Owl 
SNOW – Snowy Owl    BUOW – Burrowing Owl   

 
 

Jim’s “Owl Hoot Cookies” are great for 
snacking on during cold survey nights! 
 
Watch for the recipe in the 2009 Survey 
Report. 
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For more information on the Manitoba Nocturnal Owl 
Survey please contact 

 
Jim Duncan, Manitoba Nocturnal Owl Survey 

Wildlife and Ecosystem Protection Branch, 
Manitoba Conservation 

Box 24, 200 Saulteaux Crescent, Winnipeg, MB 
R3J 3W3 

Phone: 204-945-7465 
James.Duncan@gov.mb.ca 
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